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hello folks and welcome to Spring. Actually, it’s 
been warm enough here I think we just skipped to the 
summer. My pool will be opening soon which means I 
will be able to model by the pool and have the biggest wet 

sanding area imaginable. A few years ago, when I built my Monogram 
1/48 Hustler the pool wet sanding facility really came in handy.

Speaking of facilities, my basement remodel is finally done. At 
1:05PM on Saturday April 22nd my workstation was back in action. It 
is not 100% ready as I still need to mount my display shelves and sort 
through my reference books, but the bench is the heart of the room. I 
started off with immediately painting a Shapeways 3D Dinosaur with 
the plan to have it in the Miniature Figure Collector of America 2017 
(MFCA) show on April 29th. Working straight through Sunday I had 
completed a 1/72 Sauropod and pulled in a Silver medal at the MFCA 
show. Not bad for about 12 hours of work and my air brushing skills 

did not diminish over my forced 
six-month break!

i once again had the 
pleasure of helping to run the 
MFCA show and Mart. The show 
was smaller this year but the 
turnout was still pretty good. They 
had a new location for the show 

and had to work out some kinks, but overall things went smoothly. 
A special thanks to the DVSM members who helped at the show. 
We had a tight schedule to get out of our rooms as a wedding was 
coming in immediately afterwards. Check out my writeup of the 
MFCA’s in this newsletter. 

right now i have three builds going on my workbench and 
I need to get back to it. See you all May 5th with your “Day at the 
Beach” builds – anything related to a beach or a beach scene.

happy Modeling!  n

President’s 
Corner by Paul Tomczak

January “Big & Small”
Winner: USS Kearsarge by Howard Rifkin

February “what if?”
Winner: 1/72 Bf-110T by Paul Tomczak

March “Delta wings & Giant Fins”
Winner: 1/48 Convair F-106 by Marty Blum

april “wild thing”
Any model, any subject with a wild paint 
scheme, e.g., Tiger Meet aircraft, custom cars.

May “a Day at the Beach” 
Model subject must relate to a beach or beach 
scene, e.g., D-Day; Marines island landing; 
Woody with a surfboard; LST, etc. 

June
No theme.  Judged Gold, Silver, Bronze Contest.

July “4th of July”
Model must have all three colors, and be 
mostly red, white and blue. An American flag 
on an olive green airplane doesn’t qualify.

august “Guns of august”
Model must be of a subject from the WWI era.

September “rising Sun”
Model of a Japanese subject.

october “Scratch-built/Vacuform/
resin” 
Model must be a scratch-built or vacuform kit, 
or be a completely resin kit.

November “Dungeons & Dragons”
A model in orange and black (Halloween) 
color scheme and/or with a spooky name, e.g., 
“Spectre”, “Banshee”, “Phantom”.

December
No theme. “Shelf of Doom” (pictures of entrants 
taken through March meeting) & Favorite Five 
contest.

Questions about DVSM’s Contests 
should be directed to Mike Turco at 
MATurco@aol.com

Theme 
CoNTesTs 2017

Nope, not a Zombie Dance Party, just a scene from the April 
2017 DVSM Meeting. - Photo by Paul Tomczak.

Next MeetiNG

May 5
theme contest...

“a Day at
 the Beach”
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April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

F-104 Starfighter, 1/72, by Richard Turner. “Wild Thing” 
Theme entry.

M4A3E8 Sherman, Korea, 1/35 by Logan Brown. “Wild Thing” 
Theme entry.

Martini Racing Porsche 956, 1/24, by Joe Leonetti. “Wild 
Thing” Theme entry.

1999 Chevy Siverado Custom, 1/25, by Rod Rakos. “Wild Thing” 
Theme entry.

P2V Neptune fire bomber, 1/72, by David Anderson. “Wild 
Thing” Theme entry.

F-104 Starfighter, 1/72, by Mike Turco. “Wild Thing” Theme 
entry.
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April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

Char 82, 1/35, by Jim Rosado.

Dornier D-335B6, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak. “Wild Thing” 
Theme entry.

F-15 Eagle, 1/48, by Marty Blum. “Wild Thing” Theme entry. Halberstadt CL-II, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin. “Wild Thing” Theme 
entry.

F-4G Phantom, 1/32, by Paul Kopczynski.

1966 Ford Galaxie 500XL Custom, 1/25 (in-progress), by Keith 
Jones.
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April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

“Fury” diorama, 1/35, by Paul Keefe.

F-35A, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin.

Star wars robot display by Frank Tiewski. Battlestar Galactica by Frank Tiewski.

F-86 Starblazers, 1/48, by David Anderson.
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April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

OS2U Kinghisher, 1/32, by Glenn Hoover.

Star wars Tie Fighter by Frank Tiewski “Wild Thing” Theme 
entry.

Star wars Poe X-wing Fighter by Paul Tomczak.

E-25, 1/35, by Jim Rosado.

Panavia Tornado, 1/48, by Joe Leonetti.

Su-152, 1/35, by Jim Rosado.
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T
he Miniature Figure collectors Show 
and Mart was held on Saturday, April 29th 
this year. It was a successful show with two 
notable exceptions, one permanent and one 
temporary. The show is normally two days 

long but this year it was only one. The World Model Expo is 
being held in Chicago this year and many of the attendees 
who travel from out of the area and Europe will be attending 
this show in July. With the reduced attendance, the show was 
moved to one day but will be back to two days next year. The 
second change was the venue. Rising costs at the previous 
facility led to a change of venue and a move to the Radisson 
Hotel in Northeast Philadelphia. Overall the feedback was 
positive on the new venue and the hotel will provide room to 
grow for future shows. Pending negotiations, this will likely 
be the new home for this show. 
helping to work the registration desk is always a fun 

time and after 2 years I am starting to recognize some faces 
and some folks are recognizing me. We had planned for about 
180 models to be on display and we actually had over 200 in 
the final tally. The ordnance and Fantasy areas continue to 
grow but by far the Historical Figures category had the most 
pieces. With 19 Gold medals given out for both individual 
pieces and collections, the level of artistry was stunning. I 
can’t encourage you enough if you are in the area to visit the 
show and put your pieces in. I was able to speak to the judges, 
discuss my models and understand why they placed where 
they did. The feedback can help you become a better artist 
and take your skills to a new level. 

Continued on next page...

mFCA show & mart
April 29, 2017  •  Radisson Hotel Philadelphia Northeast 
2400 old lincoln hwy @ uS rt. 1, trevose, pa 19053 by Paul Tomczak
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the vendor section was slightly smaller than past 
years but still packed with something for everyone. I noticed 
many people coming in, paying for admission and making a 
B-line straight to the vendor area. I know I spent $XXX.XX 
(censored in case my wife reads this) in the vendor mart on 
bases for my dinosaur builds and some really fabulous resin 
55 gallon drums (both crushed and undamaged) to enhance 
my 1/72 scale armor displays. 
i was awarded two Silver medals and a certificate for my 

entries and Glenn Hoover from DVSM picked up a Bronze 
for one of his aircraft entries. The judging at this show is 
different from other model shows. While typically IPMS 
contests start by finding the flaws in your build (silvered 
decals, misaligned parts, poor painting in intakes, etc…), 
here the focus is on your painting skills, difficulty of the 
work, flow and choreography of the piece, lighting and forced 
perspective. It is a different mentality towards the judging 
and why an award here – given by Grand Masters under 
the tutelage of people like Shep Paine – puts you in an elite 
category. 
once again, i teamed up with tony wootson to build 

the reward list and take photos of the builds. Tony and I 
split the tasks between us and I spent several hours building 
the awards list while Tony flashed away photographing the 
models. We were able to start our award ceremony early (to 
cheers from the crowd) and get out ahead of time. Look for 
updates on the MFCA site (http://www.mfcashow.com/past.
html) soon with pictures and the award list for 2017. 
Special thanks to the DVSM members who helped 

break down after the show. We were on a tight schedule and 
your help was truly appreciated. ! n
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Join IPms/UsA 
why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

what do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

what do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Tomczak, P. 3 5 1 4       13
Anderson, D. 3 4 2 2       11
Turco, M. 2 4 2 3       11
Rifkin, H. 5 1 1 1       8
Lockhard, C. 4 3         7
Blum, M.   5 2       7
Brown, L. 2 2 1 1       6
Leonetti, J. 1 3 1 1       6
Ursino, L. 3  3        6
Goschke, J. 1  4        5
Webb, M.    5       5
Rakos, R. 2 1  1       4
Turner, R.    4       4
Senner, D. 1  1        2
Volz, J. 2          2
Benner, J.  1         1
Schur, G. 1          1
Tiewski, F.    1       1
Vattilana, J.  1         1
 Monthly points are awarded as follows: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2017 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date
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Ipms/Usa National Convention
July 26  – 29, 2017

At The La Vista Conference Center • Omaha, Nebraska
For Info: ipmsusa2017.com



BNB hoBBy & traiN Depot
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & K hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

MaiN liNe hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 10% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MilleNNiuM hoBBieS 
& the GuNDaM KitcheN
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

New coNcept iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hoBByMaSterS, iNc.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z hoBBieS, iNc.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
that Support our cluB


